
What is Web Design? – Part 1
History & Geography

Design for web content





…so, what is this module about?
• It’s not about finding quick solutions

• It’s not about learning to use software (although you 
may need to do that)

• It is about understanding the mechanics of web 
design at a fundamental level

• It is about learning how to create webpages and 
websites to a high standard (professional)

• It is about becoming a designer and a developer



Changing your mindset

Creator

Consumer



What is the Web?
(what is the Internet?)



Road infrastructure = Servers and cables
Highway Code = TCP/IP Transmission Control Protocol/Internet Protocol

Truck = HTTPS     Hypertext Transfer Protocol Secure

Cargo = Web content

An analogy…



Sir Tim Berners-Lee
invented the World Wide Web 
in 1989 at CERN.



“Vague but exciting”

In March 1989, Tim Berners-Lee 
submitted a proposal for an 
information management system to 
his boss, Mike Sendall. ‘Vague, but 
exciting’, were the words that 
Sendall wrote on the proposal, 
allowing Berners-Lee to continue.



Origins of the Web
• 1980 – Tim Berners-Lee began building 

an information system at CERN in 
Switzerland and called it ENQUIRE.

• 1989 – Vague but exciting

• 1990 – TB-L and Robert Cailliau publish 
“proposal for the World Wide Web”. By 
year end, TB-L has all tools necessary, 
including the first browser.

See: http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/World_wide_web for more detail

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/World_wide_web


The public Web
• 1991 – WWW debuts as a public 

service on the internet.

• 1993 – On 30th April, WWW 
becomes a free service.

• 1993 – The Mosaic graphical 
browser released and web 
begins to gain critical mass.

See: http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/World_wide_web for more detail

20 years of a free, open web

Mosaic browser

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/World_wide_web
http://info.cern.ch/
http://www.wired.com/thisdayintech/2010/04/0422mosaic-web-browser/


The first web page

http://info.cern.ch/hypertext/WWW/TheProject.html

Tim Berners-Lee created 
the first webpage in 1989. 
It was built using a 
markup language he 
invented called HTML 
(HyperText Markup 
Language). All webpages 
are built using HTML and 
the backwards-
compatibility of the web 
that Berners-Lee designed 
means that the first 
webpage can be viewed in 
any modern web browser.

http://info.cern.ch/hypertext/WWW/TheProject.html


Growth of the Web

http://news.netcraft.com (27.09.22)

Total number of websites in August 2023 = 200,772,343

http://news.netcraft.com/


London 2012 Olympics
opening ceremony.



Internet Usage, Sept 2006

http://www.internetworldstats.com/stats.htm (03.10.06)

http://www.internetworldstats.com/stats.htm


Internet Usage, June 2012

http://www.internetworldstats.com/stats.htm (24.09.13)

http://www.internetworldstats.com/stats.htm


Internet Usage, June 2018

http://www.internetworldstats.com/stats.htm (25.09.18)

http://www.internetworldstats.com/stats.htm


Internet Usage, June 2022

http://www.internetworldstats.com/stats.htm (27.09.22)

http://www.internetworldstats.com/stats.htm


http://www.internetworldstats.com/stats.htm (27.09.22)

http://www.internetworldstats.com/stats.htm


http://www.internetworldstats.com/stats.htm (27.09.22)

http://www.internetworldstats.com/stats.htm


Who coordinates Web technologies?



Web Standards
• World Wide Web Consortium (www.w3.org)

founded in October 1994

• Set up by Tim Berners-Lee

• Maintains Web “Standards”

• URI (Universal Resource Identifiers)

• HTTP (HyperText Transport Protocol)

• HTML (HyperText Markup Language)

• Other “languages”
CSS (Cascading Style Sheets)

XML (eXtensible Markup Language)

http://www.w3.org (04.10.06)

http://www.w3.org/


http://www.w3.org (29.09.15)

http://www.w3.org/
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