
The Web Design Process

Design for web content



How do I design and build a website?



Influences on design outcomes
• The Client

• The Users

• The Designer

• The designer negotiates the space and builds a connection 
between client and audience

• The designer is paid by the client but obliged to the audience

• The designer adds a third influence = creative need

Ideas from The Shape of Design by Frank Chimero

http://shapeofdesignbook.com/


A good designer advises their client



Responsive design?
• “Content out”

• “One Web”

• “Mobile first”

• “Device agnostic”

• “Responsive design”

• Isn't there a nice, easy workflow that deals 
with all of this?





No two designers will use the 
same workflow. It’s up to you to 
discover a workflow that works for 
you. However…



Always start 
with content



Workflow

Initial ideas on 
napkin/back of 
envelope. Start with 
low-fidelity.



Wireframing

18 Great Examples of Sketched UI Wireframes and Mockups

Wireframing any way you like...

http://webdesignledger.com/inspiration/18-great-examples-of-sketched-ui-wireframes-and-mockups




Sketch Design and Mockup

Image mock-up in Photoshop

Choice of fonts, colour etc.



Coding and Preview

Coding in text editor and preview in Firefox



The web design process
• Client brief

• Sketch design/wireframe (critical analysis & feedback)

• Mock-up (critical analysis & feedback)

• Development

• Testing (critical analysis & feedback)

• Deployment

• Promotion



Considerations

• Usability/User Experience (UX)
Navigation and search
Use of colour/contrast etc.
Readability
Consistency/logic/conformity etc.

• Findability (on-page SEO)
• Accessibility
• Business logic



Who is the website for?

• The designer?
• The client?
• The user?
• Know your audience.
• Apply a “user centred” design approach.
• A website that is not useable or useful for its target 

audience is useless.
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